THE INDIGENOUS ANARCHIST PRESENTS

ETIQUETTE

A practical guide on how
to act with respect in
Indigenous communities




NOTE:

Ihere are more than 500 tribes
in the United States alone, each




ETIQUETTE

GUIDELINE 1. INTRCDUCTIONS

INn Indigenous community it is often
expected you introduce yourself to
everyone new around you when you
enter a space (whatever is reasonable).
All ages included. Be prepared to say
aloud your name and your tribal or
ethnic background. People might ask
about your family, why you are there,
or your role in your community as well.
Do this even if not asked to. This shows
respect and understanding of our
ways.




ETIQUETTE

GUIDELINE 2: HANDSHAKES

When meeting Native people it is
common to shake their hand. Know that
iNn Indigenous community a *soft*
handshake is considered appropriate as
opposed to the firrm handshake of
colonial America. It symbolizes
friendliness. And since you will be
greeting the elderly and children also its
relevant to state they really don't need a
gripping handshake anyway. If you do
meet a Native who goes in firm feel free
to respond likewise, otherwise go in soft.




ETIQUETTE

GUIDELINE 3: LAND RIGHTS

When you enter a Native space it is
important to know whose tribal land you
are on. Be able to pronounce the tribal
name (to the best of your ability) and
when folks introduce themselves
mMentally note who is from the same
tribe and who is not. It makes a
difference. As easy as this is, it is critically
iImportant. When people enter our space
without a clue they give off a colonizer
tourism vibe and it might just make us
wary of your intentions.




ETIQUETTE

GUIDELINE 4: BETWEEN

INn Indigenous community it is
considered rude to walk between two
people who are talking. The polite thing
to do is go around even if it puts you at

an inconvenience. If you must pass
through - a quiet but clear "sorry, excuse
mMe" is warranted. And, generally
speaking, if you see folks in Native space
walking around a direct path to
something.. instead of through it.do the
same yourself.




ETIQUETTE

GUIDELINE 5: PRIVACY

In Native community stories are isoften
private. Unless you have permission to
re-tell those stories then you shouldn't
do it. This is true even if the story is told
iN public. It's the same for many cultural
rituals & songs, you need permission to
replicate them. Why? To make sure you
know enough to speak or perform it
correctly. This is how we pass down
history, culture, medicine..it is important
to get it right.




ETIQUETTE

GUIDELINE 6: POINTING

Using a single finger to point at
objects, people, or animals is
considered very rude in many tribes.
what do we do instead? Point with a
full hand, chin, head, or lips. So..if you
are talking to Natives and they point
their lips at you, don't mistake it for
flirting!




ETIQUETTE

GUIDELINE 7: WHISTLING

Most Natives don't whistle at night and
we expect you to do the same while in
our company. This is a part of the
spiritual & cultural beliefs of many many
tribes (globally actuallyl). If you want to
joke and tease around with it be
prepared to get left behind, because we
ain't playing. P.S. | am not going to get
iNnto "why", because this is one of those
stories you should hear by being in real-
life proximity with Native people. Or that
IS what | was taught anyway.

































































































